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Return to England
by Charlotte Cook

| have been living in lapan for ong year now,
This summer | took a trip home to England
and looked out for things that had changed
over my yearlong absence.

The most striking thing was not something
that had changed but rather something that |

didn’t realize I'd missed — the green fields of

grass that seemed to go on miles It was good
to see that there were still some farm animals
that had survived the '‘foot and mouth® disease
that swept through Britain last winter,

My hometown of Birmingham was undergo-
ing major changes for the 21st century. As a re-
sull, 1 felt like a stranger in my own city. But |
soon found out where all the good clothes
shops had been moved to and did some serious
shopping! It was heaven.. clothes that actually
fitted me! This is a rare thing in Japan.

I was pleased to [ind that my family and
friends hadn't changed. It was wonderful that
g0 many of them could spare time 1o see me
and were excited to hear all my stories about
Japan.And through these stores | think | have
changed some of their ideas of Tapan for the
better, ;

I realized that it's hard o imagine what kind
of life | am living in Japan for people who have
never been here, and that I'am very lucky to be
experineing such different things. | am not say-
ing that one country is better than the other is,
because [ believe that cach country we experi-
ence can teach us 50 many important lessons
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